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This book evolved from a symposium sponsored by the US
Department of Agriculture Biotechnology Risk Assessment
Grants Programme. Thanks to the two enthusiastic disting-
uished editors of this book! They took the lead on forest
biotechnology during an era when the green technology
was heavily criticised by different non-governmental
organisations. The new technology has been welcomed
amongst scientists with conflicting opinions. This fact was
highlighted in the acknowledgements of the book, where
the editors expressed their appreciation to colleagues from
academia, public agencies and industries that supported
tree biotechnology programmes, through the dark days of
‘ecoterrorism’ and the era of confusion when companies
retreated from research. The chapters of the book, written
by well known scholars, cover different disciplines of fores-
try, such as genetics, physiology, taxonomy, biotechnology,
molecular biology, entomology, economics, environmental
law and ethics. The authors represent an extremely good
selection of scientists to elucidate these important topics.
In the year 2004, commercial planting of genetically modi-
fied crops has increased to more than 81 million hectares
across the world. This presumably will increase gradually
and will expand to include different crop species than those
currently cultivated. This GM technology, largely restricted
to the North American continent, is practised by highly
developed countries and, interestingly enough, by large deve-
loping countries such as China, India, Brazil and South Africa.
The major opponents to the introduction of this technology
are found in the very rich industrial countries of the Euro-
pean Union, and some very poor countries in the developing
world, supposedly due to the fact that there has been
insufficient technology transfer.
The book contains selected papers dealing with a broad
spectrum of forestry, including technological possibilities,
and discussing pitfalls, costs and diverse risks of poorly
managed and socially undesirable applications. It is not
surprising when reading the different chapters that the
general view presented is that more research is needed.
The chapters reveal the following key facts: (1) commu-
nication challenges are substantial; (2) trust and social
control are key issues; (3) legal obstacles are great; (4)
benefits are large and diverse; and (5) the risks in woody
plants are complex.
The book is well edited, in that it selects the important
areas of woody plant bioengineering. It is highly reco-
mmended for teachers, PhD students, industrial companies,
science administrators and all persons interested in forestry,
especially forestry in the twenty-first century. It must also
be mentioned that this book is an excellent example of the
publication series of Resources for the Future. The book
is one of the best of the series, emphasising the great value
of biodiversity in forestry. University libraries and lecturers
should have copies on their bookshelves for use in their
courses.
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